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Since 2000, Mary Cathryn Ricker has taught seventh-grade language arts at Cleveland Quality 

Middle School in St. Paul, Minnesota. She received her undergraduate degree at the University of St. 

Thomas in St. Paul and her master's in teacher leadership with a certification in staff development at 

the University of Minnesota. She began her career at South Junior High in St. Cloud, Minnesota, and 

she also has taught at North Junior High and Tech High School in St. Cloud. Additional experience 

includes three years teaching seventh-grade language arts in Camas, Washington and a year 

teaching English in Seoul, Korea. Mary Cathryn coordinates the Promising Young Writers Program for 

the Minnesota Council of Teachers of English and serves on the board of the Minnesota Writing 

Project. She is a member of the Minnesota Best Practice Writing Workshop, the Loft Literary Center, 

and the St. Paul Federation of Teachers Executive Board and COPE committee. She co-chairs the 

Education Action Committee at Progressive Minnesota. 

 

 


