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Mathematically Speaking. Adapted from the work of R. Santa Cruz for the Understanding Language Initiative. 
“Understanding Language: Language, Literacy and Learning in the Content Areas,” Appendix D. 
http://ell.stanford.edu/.

MATHEMATICALLY SPEAKING

Names: _____________________________ & _____________________________

1. Solve the problem. Show your work.
2. Explain your thinking, strategies, and solution to your partner. 

Use target words in your explanation.
3. Listen to your partner’s explanation and make a tally each time 

he or she uses target vocabulary.
4. After talking with your partner, rewrite how you solved the 

problem using target vocabulary.

Target vocabulary words How many times used

Explain how you solved the problem:


