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Workshop Session 6

Cultural Studies: N. Scott Momaday
and Russell Leong

Video Program Overview
Part I: Betty Tillman Samb’s students study the mythological themes and historical shifts of Kiowa culture through
N. Scott Momaday’s The Way to Rainy Mountain. Part II: Bobbi Ciriza Houtchens and her students tour Los Angeles’s
Chinatown with poet Russell Leong and explore the relationship between poetry and Tai Chi. Leong shares his
poem “Aerogrammes” and leads the class in creating Japanese renga poems.

Theory Overview
Cultural studies is an approach to examining the complex ways in which societal beliefs are formed. Focusing on
the social divisions of class, gender, ethnicity, and race, this approach examines the ways in which meanings,
stereotypes, and identities (both collective and individual) are generated within these social groups. The practice
of cultural studies almost always involves the combination of otherwise discrete disciplines, including literature,
sociology, education, history, philosophy, communications studies, and anthropology. Such an interdisciplinary
approach is key to an understanding of these issues, because it allows students to study and compare multiple,
varied texts that deal with the culture and history of a particular group.
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Getting Ready—Part I (15 minutes)
• Divide into small groups of three or four people.

• Share your thoughts about these questions:

• What is the central idea of The Way to Rainy Mountain?

• What did Momaday want readers to remember about his people, his grandmother, and their traditions? 

• Compare the style and structure of various sections of this piece.

Watch Part I: N. Scott Momaday (approximately 30 minutes)

Going Further—Part I (15 minutes)
Discuss as many questions as time permits. You may want to answer more of the questions in your journals at
home and share ideas on Channel-Talk.

• What do you think about Part I and the way in which the teacher used a cultural studies approach to the 
literature?

• How might you incorporate or adapt the strategies for use in your classroom? 

• What are some other ways you might provide a cultural context for The Way to Rainy Mountain?

• What are some possible next steps to this lesson?

Getting Ready—Part II (15 minutes)
• Divide into small groups of three of four people.

• Share your coding of “Aerogrammes” (ideas, new information, and questions).

Watch Part II: Russell Leong (approximately 30 minutes)

Going Further—Part II (15 minutes)
Discuss as many questions as time permits. You may want to answer more of the questions in your journals at
home and share ideas on Channel-Talk.

• What do you think about Part II and the way in which the teacher used a cultural studies approach to the
literature?

• How might you provide a cultural context for your students if you don’t live near a “Chinatown”? Are there
any “guides” in your community who might be resources?

• How might you incorporate or adapt the strategies for use in your classroom? 

• What are so possible next steps to this lesson? 

Workshop Session (On-Site)
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Homework Assignment
Go to the Web site at www.learner.org/channel/workshops/hslit and:

• Review Workshop Session 6: read the theory overview, teaching strategies, information about the authors
and literature, lesson plans, and resources.

• Prepare for Workshop Session 7: preview the theory overview and information about the authors and liter-
ature (biographies, synopses of works, Q&As, key references, and resources).

In the Readings and the texts from the Reading List following Workshop Session 7:

• Read: Octavia E. Butler’s Parable of the Sower and Ruthanne Lum McCunn’s Thousand Pieces of Gold (if you
are unable to read both works, read the first three chapters of each novel).

• Read: the related texts that teacher Sandra Childs assigned for her lesson on Thousand Pieces of Gold (avail-
able in the Workshop Session 7 Readings).

• As you read Parable of the Sower (or chapters from the novel) and the online materials, consider the following
questions:

• What are the similarities between 2025 and the present?

• How would you characterize the author’s politics?

• How might you respond to the work’s “call to action”?

• As you read Thousand Pieces of Gold, the related texts, and the online information, consider the following 
questions:

• What are your reactions to Lalu’s foot-binding?

• How do the related texts explore the politics of beauty in contemporary America—what are the
cross-cultural patterns?

• How would you characterize the author’s politics?

• How might you respond to the work’s “call to action”?

• Bring your notes to the next workshop session.

Ongoing Activities
• In your journal, include thoughts, ideas, or questions you might have as you review the online materials and

reflect on the workshop session. Make note of how your participation in the session influenced any expe-
riences in your classroom.

• Online, click on Reflection/Interactive Forum, an activity that you can use to interpret poems using the ped-
agogical approaches covered in this workshop. Read one of the two poems featured and respond to the
cultural studies questions. Share your answers on the discussion board.

• Share ideas on Channel-Talkhslit@learner.org.

Between Sessions (On Your Own)
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“Aerogrammes” by Russell Leong is reprinted with permission from the publisher of The Country of Dreams and
Dust (Albuquerque: West End Press, 1994)

Workshop Session 6 Readings
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Workshop Session 6 Readings, cont’d.
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Workshop Session 6 Readings, cont’d.
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Workshop Session 6 Readings, cont’d.
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Workshop Session 6 Readings, cont’d.
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Workshop Session 6 Readings, cont’d.
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Workshop Session 6 Readings, cont’d.

Excerpts from The Way to Rainy Mountain by N. Scott Momaday are reprinted with permission from the publisher
(Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 2001)
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Workshop Session 6 Readings, cont’d.
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Workshop Session 6 Readings, cont’d.
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Workshop Session 6 Readings, cont’d.
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Workshop Session 6 Readings, cont’d.
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Workshop Session 6 Readings, cont’d.
T

he
 W

ay
 t

o 
R

ai
ny

 M
ou

nt
ai

n,
 E

xc
er

pt
 2



Workshop 6 - 92 - The Expanding Canon

Workshop Session 6 Readings, cont’d.
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Workshop Session 6 Readings, cont’d.
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Workshop Session 6 Readings, cont’d.
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Leong, Russell. “Aerogrammes,” from The Country of Dreams and Dust. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico
Press, 1994. ASIN: 0931122767 

Momaday, N. Scott. The Way to Rainy Mountain. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press; Reprint edition,
2001. ISBN: 0826304362

Workshop Session 6 Reading List
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Notes


