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Workshop Session 2

Reader Response: Keith Gilyard and
Mourning Dove

Video Program Overview
Part I: Alfredo Lujan’s students explore the poetry of Keith Gilyard. Gilyard reads his poem “the hatmaker” and
prompts students to write their own poems in response. Part II: Greg Hirst’s students engage in Native American
storytelling. In response to Mourning Dove’s collection of Salish Coyote tales, the students create and present their
own stories.

Theory Overview
Reader response stresses the importance of the reader’s role in interpreting texts. Rejecting the idea that there
is a single, fixed meaning inherent in every literary work, this theory holds that the individual creates his or her
own meaning through a “transaction”with the text based on personal associations. Because all readers bring their
own emotions, concerns, life experiences, and knowledge to their reading, each interpretation is subjective and
unique.
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Getting Ready—Part I (15 minutes)
• Divide into small groups of three or four people.

• Share a passage that you found provocative or moving from “the hatmaker,”“how is her name april?,” or
“spring ride.” Explain why you chose it.

Watch Part I: Keith Gilyard (approximately 30 minutes)

Going Further—Part I (15 minutes)
Discuss as many questions as time permits. You may want to answer more of the questions in your journals at
home and share ideas on Channel-Talk.

Students ... are creating new texts in response to Keith Gilyard’s text. And they’re also doing it in multiple
media: poetry, photography, and artwork. Reader response celebrates a variety of ways in which students make
meaning and create meaning with text. —Beverly Ann Chin, Professor of English/Director of the English Teaching
Program, University of Montana and former President of NCTE

• What do you think about Part I and the way in which the teacher used a reader response approach to the
literature?

• This lesson features numerous response-based activities: what are some of the activities you might incor-
porate in your classroom? 

Getting Ready—Part II (15 minutes)
• Share your responses to Mourning Dove’s Coyote Stories.

• Share your thoughts about Mourning Dove’s version of Coyote as a trickster figure.

Watch Part II: Mourning Dove (approximately 30 minutes)

Going Further—Part II (15 minutes)
Discuss as many questions as time permits. You may want to answer more of the questions in your journals at
home and share ideas on Channel-Talk.

The way that Greg Hirst is using the clan system in the classroom is an innovative approach in that he’s using
Mourning Dove’s cultural terms to understand the narratives that they’ve read that are from that tradition.
Using that as a teaching tool is a fine thing to do if you make it clear to the students that it’s something that
they should respect. —Kathryn W. Shanley, Chair, Native American Studies, University of Montana

• What do you think about Part II and the way in which the teacher used a reader-response approach to the
literature?

• What are some ways in which you could build cultural understanding with your students? 

• How might you incorporate or adapt the strategies for use in your classroom? 

• What are some possible next steps to this lesson?

Workshop Session (On-Site)



The Expanding Conon - 23 - Workshop 2

Homework Assignment
Go to the Web site at www.learner.org/channel/workshops/hslit and:

• Review Workshop Session 2: read the theory overview, teaching strategies, information about the authors
and literature, lesson plans, and resources.

• Prepare for Workshop Session 3: preview the theory overview and information about the authors and liter-
ature (biographies, synopses, audio clips, Q&As, and key references).

In the Readings and the texts from the Reading List following Workshop Session 3:

• Read: Rudolfo Anaya’s Bless Me, Ultima (if you are unable to read the entire novel, read the first three 
chapters).

• Read: James Baldwin’s The Fire Next Time (or the excerpt included in the Workshop Session 3 Readings),“The
Rockpile,” and “Sonny’s Blues.”

• As you read the works and the online information about the authors, take note of questions that arise.
Bring your questions to the next workshop session and be prepared to discuss your notes.

Ongoing Activities
• In your journal, include thoughts, ideas, or questions you might have as you review the online materials and

reflect on the workshop session. Make note of whether your participation in the session influenced any
experiences in your classroom.

• Online, click on Reflection/Interactive Forum, an activity that you can use to interpret poems using the ped-
agogical approaches covered in this workshop. Read one of the two poems featured and respond to the
reader response questions. Share your answers on the discussion board.

• Share ideas on Channel-Talkhslit@learner.org.

Between Sessions (On Your Own)
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“The Spirit Chief Names the Animal People” by Mourning Dove is reprinted with permission from the publisher of
Coyote Stories (University of Nebraska Press, 1990)

Workshop Session 2 Readings
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Workshop Session 2 Readings, cont’d.
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Workshop Session 2 Readings, cont’d.



The Expanding Conon - 27 - Workshop 2

Workshop Session 2 Readings, cont’d.
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Workshop Session 2 Readings, cont’d.
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Workshop Session 2 Readings, cont’d.
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“Coyote Juggles His Eyes” by Mourning Dove is reprinted with permission from the publisher of Coyote Stories
(University of Nebraska Press, 1990)

Workshop Session 2 Readings, cont’d.
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Workshop Session 2 Readings, cont’d.
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Workshop Session 2 Readings, cont’d.
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Workshop Session 2 Readings, cont’d.
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“Coyote Imitates Bear and Kingfisher”by Mourning Dove is reprinted with permission from the publisher of Coyote
Stories (University of Nebraska Press, 1990)

Workshop Session 2 Readings, cont’d.
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Workshop Session 2 Readings, cont’d.



Workshop 2 - 36 - The Expanding Canon

Workshop Session 2 Readings, cont’d.
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Workshop Session 2 Readings, cont’d.
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“the hatmaker” by Keith Gilyard is reprinted with permission from the author and publisher of Poemographies
(Camden, New Jersey: Whirlwind Press, 2001)

Workshop Session 2 Readings, cont’d.
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Workshop Session 2 Readings, cont’d.
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Workshop Session 2 Readings, cont’d.
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Workshop Session 2 Readings, cont’d.
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“spring ride” by Keith Gilyard is reprinted with permission from the author and publisher of Poemographies
(Camden, New Jersey: Whirlwind Press, 2001)

Workshop Session 2 Readings, cont’d.
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“how is her name april?”by Keith Gilyard is reprinted with permission from the author and publisher of Poemographies
(Camden, New Jersey: Whirlwind Press, 2001)

Workshop Session 2 Readings, cont’d.
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Works marked with * are required texts for this workshop that do not appear within the Readings in this guide. Other
works are the sources for excerpted materials in the Readings or are recommended for additional study.

Dove, Mourning. Coyote Stories, edited by Jay Miller. Lincoln, NE and London: University of Nebraska Press, 1990.
ISBN 0803281692

Gilyard, Keith. Poemographies. Camden, New Jersey: Whirlwind Press, 2001. ISBN 092282715X

Workshop Session 2 Reading List


