
Essential Science for Teachers: Life Science Bottle Biology: Field Population System, Assessing Variation

Assessing Variation Data Sheet
______________________________________________________________________________________
List traits for which you can observe variation among the individuals in a plant population (we started the list with
“days to sprout”). Describe the extent of variation observed for each type of plant. Keep in mind that turnips and
Fast Plants are varieties of the same Brassica rapa species. Lettuce is included to provide a different species for
comparison purposes. Use as many data sheets as you need.

Description of variation*Trait
Turnips Fast Plants Lettuce

Days to sprout

* Quantify variation whenever possible


