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saw that Haig was looking at them, Haig being the senior Cabinet member. and that staff
member locked the papers up in a safe, in fact.

Prof. MILLER: Imprisoned the Twenty-fifth Amendment?
Mr. BARRETT: Imprisoned— well—

Prof. MILLER: Metaphorically.

Mr. BARRETT: Metaphorically. yes.

Prof. MILLER: What I hear you saying is. ‘‘Yes, we have a Twenty-fifth Amendement but.
in practical terms, White Houses being what they are, it’s not likely to be invoked.”

fr. BARRETT: If a president is in a coma. it would be. But when there’s any borderline
situation where a case could plausibly be made that we can squeak by. squeak by without
untoward consequences, the staff is going to lean that way. and no vice president is going to
take the leadership in pushing the other way, because then he will be perceived as grabbing
for power.

Prof. MILLER: Let me pass through this once more. Mr. Cutler. it’s getting very bad. The

Japses are longer: there are moments of irrationality or paranoia, moments of hallucination,
perhaps. Want to get your Cabinet together?

Mr. CUTLER: No. I should say that I think the Reagan administration. in a collective sense.
was right not to invoke the Twenty-fifth Amendment, and that you postpone the Twenty-fifth
Amendment issue untif it is clear in your mind, and ultimately in the minds of the Vice

President and the senior cabinet people that the President is unable to discharge the duties of
his office.

LA 8

Mr. FRIENDLY: These debates about the presidency began here in Philadelphia. almost two
centuries ago. The Constitution is ambiguous, yet we have survived as a nation. as Alexander
Heard noted, ‘‘one very good measure of success.”
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