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certain circumstances, was constitutional.

Justice STEWART: In the case— the abortion case, the Court held that the state has no
interest in the first trimester, which means the first three months of pregnancy, and that that
interest— and during that period, that interest is exclusively the woman’s — the potential
mother — and that the state begins to acquire an interest in the second trimester, the second
three months, and has a very valid interest in the final trimerster, the final three months.

Mr. FRIENDLY: Isn’t that all likely to change as technology and miracles change and—
Justice STEWART: Certainly so.

Mr. FRIENDLY: Justice Stewart, does a severely deformed infant have any rights?

Justice STEWART: Well, certainly. That infant, deformed and handicapped as it may be,
has the same rights as any infant, constitutional and otherwise. And maybe— maybe there
are no constitutional rights against other people, but only against government.

Mr. FRIENDLY: There’s nothing in the Constitution that— of the right to life for an infant
who isn’t going to have much of a life?

Justice STEWART: Nothing at all.

Mr. FRIENDLY: Thank you, Justice Stewart.

When life and death hang in a delicate balance, the players in this drama — the patients,
their families, the physicians — often turn to the courts. And yet, these tragic choices are not
easily resolved in any court of law. Each remarkable scientific advance has consequences

that must be considered alongside our moral, religious and legal traditions. Of one thing we
can be sure — it won’t be easy.
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