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Benchmark—Grade 5—Rubrics

Interpretive Task: No rubric is needed; students are matching the names of busi-
nesses with descriptions of the services provided at each business.

Interpersonal Task: This task has two portions: one is the conversation about mak-
ing a tourist map (interpersonal); the other portion is the actual map itself (the prod-
uct of the interpersonal conversation).

The teacher determines how to assess student participation in this task. A
group grade or individual grades may be given by the teacher and/or by the
students based on observation of the groups in action. It should be noted that
this grade would reflect effort to accomplish the task and stay in the target lan-
guage, rather than a grade that reflects the quality and accuracy of the lan-
guage used.

Discussion: Making a Tourist Map

1. Students speak the target language to accomplish the task.
_ 90%-100% of the time
__ 70%-89% of the time
__ 50%-69% of the time
___less than 50% of the time

2. There is equal participation in speaking the target language from all group
members.

If you responded “no,” please describe the participation of the group members.
3. Students ask simple, informational questions and yes/no questions.
___Frequently __ Sometimes ___ Rarely
4. Students respond to questions appropriately.
__ Frequently ___ Sometimes ___ Rarely

5. Students react to responses with follow-ups such as: “really,” “I agree,” “Good
idea.”

__ Frequently ___ Sometimes ___ Rarely

6. There is equal participation in creating the tourist map.

If you responded “no,” please describe the participation of the group members.
7. The cooperation among the group members was:

__ Excellent = Good _ Needswork

Standards-Based Curriculum Units
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Interpersonal Product: Tourist Map: The teacher determines the requirements for
the product. These requirements can be given to the students as part of the direc-
tions. They can be put in the form of a checklist so that students can verify that they
have all the necessary components of the project. The components of the checklist
can be considered nonnegotiable; in other words, all of the components must be
present before the product can be graded. If the teacher desires, quantities can be
part of the requirements (number of streets, number of businesses, and so on). Or
the teacher could provide a list and have the students choose a certain number of
items.

Tourist Map

Requirements:

1. The tourist map contains the following elements:

__City name that reflects the target language/culture.
__Street names that reflect the target language/culture.
__Businesses that reflect the target language/culture.

__City services that reflect the target language/culture.
2. The tourist map must be:

__at least 8%, X 14 inches in size.
__drawn in colored marker or ink.

__checked for spelling accuracy with the teacher before the final map is la-
beled.

The final tourist map will be evaluated according to this scale:

Exceeds expectations: The layout of the city reflects the target culture: There
is a wide variety of businesses, city services, and locations that are typically found
in a city in the target culture. The layout of the city streets reflects the target cul-
ture. There are additional details such as parks, cars, pedestrians, public trans-
portation, decorations, map key that reflect the target culture/language. The
spelling of place names is accurate. The map is neatly done.

Meets expectations: The layout of the city reflects the target culture: Several
businesses, city services, and locations that are typically found in a city in the tar-
get culture are included. The spelling of place names is accurate. The map is
neatly done.

Needs work: The layout of the city reflects the target culture. The map may lack
businesses, city services, and locations that are typically found in a city from the
target culture. The layout of the city streets may or may not reflect the target cul-
ture. There may be spelling mistakes of place names. The map is neatly done.

Chapter 4



Presentational Task: The teacher determines how to assess student participation
in this task. A group grade or individual grades may be given by the teacher or by
the students for all or some of the categories listed. The teacher may wish to give
the students some nonnegotiables to ensure a baseline level of quality for this task.
The teacher may also elect to grade the script for the commercial for correctness of
structures that are targeted in this unit (example: correct use of prepositions, adjec-
tive agreement).

Job Opportunities Commercial

Requirements:
The commercial you prepare must include the following:

__Each member of your group must speak in the commercial.
__There must be at least three jobs featured in the commercial.
__The location of each job in the city must be included.
—There must be a reason to choose each job.

__The commercial must be memorized.

__The script must be checked by the teacher before rehearsing for the video-
taping.

—_The commercial must be videotaped.

The commercial will be evaluated according to the following criteria:

Excellent Good |Needs work

Pronunciation: Speakers imitate
pronunciation and intonation of
the target language.

Impact: Speakers maintain the
attention of the audience.

Impact: Gestures or visuals help
audience understand message.

Impact: Speakers have practiced
their roles and can recite their lines
with confidence.

Comprehensibility: The spoken
language is structurally correct.

Standards-Based Curriculum Units
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Benchmark—Grade 8—Rubrics

Interpretive Task: This task has two components. First, the students must demon-
strate that they understand the main idea and some supporting ideas of the article.
Then they must use this information as a point of comparison in discussing their
own lifestyle. The second requirement of the task, to discuss compatibility, is a strat-
egy to help students start making inferences from a text. The teacher may decide to
keep the grading for the two components separate.

Magazine Article: Lifestyle of a Teenager

1. Comprehension of information provided in the article:

Exceeds expectations: The student can summarize the main idea and all
supporting ideas presented in the article. Any inaccuracies are minor and
do not detract from the meaning of the article.

Meets expectations: The student can summarize the main idea and most
of the supporting ideas presented in the article. Any inaccuracies are
minor and do not significantly detract from the meaning of the article.

Needs work: The student can summarize the main idea of the article.
Several supporting ideas are missing or inaccurate.

2. Making inferences about the compatibility of the person in the article with the
student:

Exceeds expectations: The student can synthesize information from the
article and logically defend reasons concerning why he or she would or
would not be compatible with the person in the article, citing details from
the article and the implications of these details.

Meets expectations: The student can synthesize information from the
article into broad characteristics. The student can then use these broad
characteristics to state how compatible he or she would be with the stu-
dent in the article, based on examples from the article.

Needs work: The student is not able to synthesize the information in the
article in order to determine compatibility.
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