Make Mine Homogenized
by Rick Raphael

1. The story mentions several government agencies.  What agency is abbreviated as the AEC?

Atomic Energy Commission
2. When was this story written?

1960
3. Considering the content and references in the story, what were “hot topics” at the time this book was written?

Atomic weapons, governmental testing, Cold War with Russia, space travel
4. What other types of novels has Rick Raphael written?
Science Fiction
5. Describe Hetty’s attitude toward the events that occurred at her farm.
Nonchalant; not concerned about government repercussions.  Happy for company.
6. Why do you think the author chose to include the scene on pages 22 and 23 (the meal)?

Shows how she was just happy for people to eat with and nurture.  Gives her a grandmotherly facet readers can connect to and empathize with.
7. Page 22 lists headlines from several newspapers and describes them as “alliterative.”  What is alliteration?

Repeated first sounds
8. In this line from the book:  Peterson stared in awe at the slightly smoking and warped pie tin. "Well, cut out my tongue and call me Oppenheimer," he exclaimed. What does Oppenheimer refer to?

Famous Physicist
9. Read this passage from the book:  
Solomon, the big rooster, was perched on a crossbeam, head tucked under his wing. When the light flooded the shed he jerked awake and fastened a startled and unblinking stare at the strange sun. He scrambled hastily and guiltily to his feet and throwing out his great chest, crowed a shrieking hymn to Thomas A. Edison. Johnny chuckled as the technicians jumped at the sound. He left the hen house, went back to the house and to bed. 
Explain the reference to Thomas A. Edison.


Edison invented the light bulb and this was the “sun” that woke Solomon.
10. On page 18, Johnny thinks, "If it were atomic, you started dying back on the porch, so might as well play the hand out."  What does he mean by this?

Radiation would have already gotten to them, so going closer wouldn’t harm them anymore.
11. Why does the author mention “eggnog” several times?

Mixture of eggs and milk
12. Why do you think the author chose to send the rocket to Mars?
Science fiction was frequently about Mars and Martians during this time.
Closest planet to Earth and there wasn’t as much known about it at that time.  It seemed to be our biggest “threat” from aliens.
13. Read the following passage:  Late in August, Air Force Major Clifton Wadsworth Quartermain climbed out of the port of the two-hundred-ton, two dozen-egg, two-hundred-thirty gallon space rocket Icarus, the first man into space and back. He had circled Venus and returned.
When did the actual first manned space trip occur?  When was this in relation to the timing of the novel?  How did the actual event differ from this fictional event?


Vostok 1 – April 12, 1961 - Soviets
The spaceflight consisted of a single orbit of the Earth. According to official records, the spaceflight took 108 minutes from launch to landing.
