
Health Ratings for Sub-Saharan Africa 
Contributed by Artis West 
 
Suggested Grade Level:  9  
Class Length:  90 minutes 
 
Inquiry Question: 
What are the health ratings for sub-Saharan African and what do they tell us? 
 
Standards Addressed: 
 
Standard 1:  How to use maps and other geographic representations, tools, and 
technologies to acquire, process, and report information from a spatial perspective. 
 
Standard 9:  The characteristics, distribution, and migration of human population on Earth’s 
surface. 
 
Standard 13:  How the forces of cooperation and conflict among people influence the division 
and control of Earth’s surface. 
 
Standard 15:  How physical systems affect human systems. 
 
Standard 18:  How to apply geography to interpret the present and plan for the future. 
 
Materials: 
A three-page packet for each student which consists of the following: Country Information 
Sheet, World Health Rating Scale, blackline political map of the African continent 
 
Procedure: 
1. Sub-Saharan Africa country sign-up sheet rotates around the classroom. 
2. Students are instructed to research sources for answers to blank demographic and other 

information on Country Information Sheet. 
3. Once Country Information Sheet is complete, seven necessary components of data are 

transferred to World Health Rating Scale Sheet. 
4. Data from top of scale are computed by chart into results tallied at bottom of page, result 

numbers are totaled and then divided, this number is Health Rating. 
5. All African countries’ ratings can now be written to transparency on OHP so that all 

students may record the data base, countries’ names, and rating numbers 1-10, using 
one decimal point, e.g., 1.4 or 3.7. 

6. Students are asked to create a meaningful and accurate representation of this information 
using the blackline political map of the African continent. 

7. Students are asked to share with the class their thoughts and any conclusions they can 
draw from their own finished map.  Students, teacher discussion, expansion, clarification 
ensues. 

 
Evaluation 
 
Collect the finished packets from the students -- Completed map on top, then page of 
collected ratings, then World Health Rating Chart and, finally, Country Information Sheet.  
Grade according to completeness of info chart, quality of map, neatness, accuracy. 
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Health Ratings sheets and other materials are below: 
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