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Whale Watching at the
Gray Whale Nursery!

by Jane Duden




A Tour of Ojo de Liebre, This is a welcome sign after the long, dry
Baja, Mexico drive. Let's go see the whales!

In this booklet, join Journey North's Jane
Duden on a day of whale watching in
one of Mexico's famous gray whale
nurseries. Jane traveled to Mexico's Baja
California to visit the "Ojo de Libre"
lagoon nursery. It's about 9 hours by car
from San Diego, CA.
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At the entrance to the beach for whale
watching we see a greeting on the
building: "Welcome to Laguna Ojo de
Liebre," it says in Spanish.

The location of Laguna Ojo de Libre is marked in
red. Baja California is the earth's longest and
narrowest peninsula. It is more than 300 miles
long and only about 60-70 miles across.
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How much does it cost to visit?
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A whale skeleton in front of Visitor Rules for whale watchers.
Center/Restaurant reminds us that gray
whales are B I G. ——

Only contract SEMARNAP - authorised hire services,

Do not sail kayaks or boats in

breed. the lagoons where the whales

E;lu not swim with the whales, as vou endager both your life and
girs. .

Obey tha: captain of the vessel when you are on board and always
wear a life jacket.
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Do not thn_:nw litter, or any other objects into the water or into the
Which bones do you see that are similar to yours? { | vessel during your trip.

Maximum speed in the presence of whales is 5 km/h.
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groups of wales in the process of pairing off.

There must not be more than 2 boats near to a friendly whale at
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any one time.

It is prohibited to disembark on the islands.

,  Camping is only allowed in authorised areas. Be informed !

Passengers under the influence of alcohol or drugs will not be
allowed to embark.

Any commercial photographic work to do with the gray whale, or
with “El Vizcaino” biosphere reserve must be authorised at
INE-SEMARNAP
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Wading in shallow water to get into our
panga. Farther out, the water is about
30-40 feet deep.

Look! The first sign of a whale! Do you
see the glassy area at the surface of the
water? It is called a "footprint." It shows
where a whale went down recently.

Photo © Journey North

A tail!

The whale is much closer now! A gray
whale is about the same size and weight
as 10 big elephants. One whale is about
45 feet long and weighs about 35 tons.
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This friendly whale let us touch her!

Photo © Keith Jones

Those white patches you see are called
barnacles. A big whale can carry over
200 pounds of barnacles! Once they
have settled on "their" whale, these
small crustaceans spend their entire
lives in the same place.
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Mom and baby come near the boat!

Still close, but swimming away. How can
you tell?

Heading back to the Visitor Center after
a wonderful day!




