
APPROACHES TO  WORLD
HISTORY

PERSPECTIVE

View events, processes, people, ideas from
multiple points of view

Be able to uncover bias

Be able to understand, even when
diasgreeing, why something happened

INTEGRATING REGIONAL
STUDIES

One might use regional expertise as an
anchor from which to spin off to a more
global approach

Develop broad questions that address a
wide variety of places

By looking at patterns, all places might be
the focus, not just the four- five big
civilizations.

Use case studies to integrate areas
including SE Asia, Oceania, the Americas,
Sub-Saharan Africa, the Indian Ocean,
Atlantic and  Mediterrean basins, South
Asia, East Asia, and Europe including
Russia.

PERIODIZATION

Helps students to remember, organize and
sequence

Sometimes determined in part by significant
turning points, interactions or changes

There is debate about 1500 as a turning
point  for Europe and Americas -- did the
west rise then?  Is this is a turning point for
Asia, Oceania and Africa?

Traditional tripartite periodization  - ancient,
medieval and modern

Does not necessarily reflect  global turning
points or changes

THEMES

AP World History Themes

Other themes might include: migration,
justice and equity, belief systems, identity,
globalization, power, human environment
interaction, technology,and family.

Why use themes?
Allow for a less textbook centered approach

Provide a selective lens through which to
view an aspect of world history

EXAMPLES

Created by Deborah Smith-Johnston. Used by permission for Bridging World History Annenberg/CPB copyright 2004
Page 1 of 2



APPROACHES TO  WORLD

CHARACTERISTICS
interdisciplinary

art, music, literature. linguistics and
communications

history, geography, political science ,
economics, anthroplogy, and archaeology

science and technology

religion and philosophy

global connections and  interactions through
time

GLOBAL HISTORICAL PATTERNS
AND PROCESSES

Essence of world history

Go beyond national, political, geographical
and cultural boundary lines

Include climatic changes, spread of
disease, migration, technology transfers,
imperial expansion, biological diffusions,
cross- cultural trade, spread of religions,
movement of ideas, cultural encounters and
exchanges, imperialism

Provide units of analysis for  world historical
study

May include comparisons between national,
regional, geographic or economic
categories.

For ex. circum-maritime studies-- Indian
Ocean trade, Atlantic plantations systems,
Pacific futures, Mediterranean societies

WHAT WORLD HISTORY IS NOT

cultural studies

western civilization plus  cultures of
non-west

thousands of discrete dates, names, places
and events

a textbook driven course

BEST PRACTICES IN  TEACHING
HISTORY

comparison

change and continuity over time

analytical thinking

document analysis

AP Habits of Mind

interactive classroom instruction

role plays/ trials/ simulations

inner/ outer seminars- scored class
discussions

use of artifacts

independent and small group projects

use of visuals and multimedia

traditional and authentic assessment

Spread of world religions

Demographic and cultural effects of
Columbian exchange

Consumerism and global cultures

Comparative labor systems

AfroEurasian imperial policies of tolerance,
trading systems

Changing role of women

Urbanization and demography

Decolonization

Comparative nationalism (or revolution or
industrialization)
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