
Bridging World History - 173 - Unit 24

Unit 24

Globalization and Economics

Introduction to Unit
This unit explores the economic forces of twentieth-century globalization, which have combined in the last 50
years to create a relentless force affecting all of humanity. Globalization now affects all aspects of life. Its conse-
quences can be negative or positive, as well as completely unexpected. One of its most constant elements, how-
ever, is its ability to transcend space and place. Thus, in a globalized economic world, instant electronic
communications render distance irrelevant, and national boundaries lose their significance as barriers. Interna-
tional use of credit cards and global broadcasts of radio and television have little to do with territorial distances.
The internal economic affairs of one nation, such as the United States, have international implications. Historians,
however, are still analyzing the causes and effects of the global economic integration in the twentieth century.

Learning Objectives
· Trace how technological changes in the twentieth century aided the process of globalization.

· Analyze the economic, political, and environmental effects twentieth-century globalization had on individ-
uals and local communities, including increasing and decreasing inequalities.

Preparing for This Session
Read Unit 24 in the Bridging World History online text. You may also want to refer to some of the Suggested 
Readings and Materials. If you feel you need more background knowledge, refer to a college-level world history
textbook on this subject (look under the index for Environment, Soviet Union/USSR, Global Economy).
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Read Unit 24 in the online text, Section 3, Reading 1: Candice Goucher, Charles LeGuin, and Linda Walton, “The
Crossroads of History: Culture, Identity, and Global Community,” in In the Balance: Themes in Global History (Boston:
McGraw-Hill, 1998) 20: 912–20 and answer the following questions.

Reading Questions
· How did technology shape urban and rural environments? 

· Was industrial pollution the greatest change to the environment after 1950?

· How do historians evaluate the effects of scientific medical advances in the twentieth century?

· In what ways did technology change the daily lives of people who migrated to cities? 

· To what extent did technology affect the daily lives of those people who remained in rural areas?

· How might world historians’ view of technological changes in the twentieth century be different from 
historians who analyze the changes affecting only one region of the world?

Optional: Visit the Web Site
Explore this topic further on the Bridging World History Web site. Browse the Archive, look up terms in the Audio
Glossary, review related units, or use the World History Traveler to examine different thematic perspectives.

Homework




